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Against all odds

Congratulations to Xin Enl

In 2005, Xin En joined the 53rd GB
Company in Zhangde Primary School
when she was in Primary 3. She was a
very special GB girl. She was a girl with
Down syndrome.

Despite the challenges that Xin En faced,
she came and enjoyed every single GB
meeting. Like all other members, Xin En
was assigned a squad. Her squad leader,
who was herself a primary pupil, had to
ensure that she was not left out. Indeed,
the challenge was also for the rest of the
GB members to learn to accept and
support her.

Xin En’s parents were very happy about
her decision to join GB. “I didn’t have to
wake her up on Saturday mornings. Xin
En would be up and she tells me that she
is ready to go for GB,” said Mrs Chong.

Mrs Chong also recalled that there was
one time when a volunteer for drill told
the girls that she was going to test them.
Xin En took her drill test so seriously that
she would even practise at home!

Even though Xin En was shy and reserved,
she sparkled with many moments of
leadership. At the end of GB meetings,

Xin En would lead the company in the
vesper before the girls were dismissed.
While preparing for a picnic, the squad
was planning games when they realized
that the leaders would not be there, Xin
En volunteered to lead the squad. This
young girl indeed has grown over the
years.

In 2009, Xin En passed her PSLE, making
headlines in The New Paper as possibly
the first Down syndrome girl to ever pass
the PSLE exams. While selecting for a
secondary school, she had indicated that
she wanted to go to a school that has a
GB Company.

We are so glad that she is accepted into
St Margaret’s Secondary School and was
the first to sign up for GB. The road
ahead is long but Xin En will surely bloom
and grow to be an outstanding girl
among her peers.

- Thio Lay Hoon, former Captain, 53rd
Company, affiliated to Zhangde Primary School.

“31st Company is privileged to have Xin
En join St Margaret's family after being
the first Down syndrome child to pass

the PSLE in 2009. Her condition belies
her determination to join a school with
a GB company so that she can continue
her fond experiences with the GB family
at Zhangde Primary School. Xin En was
the first to write her name on the sign
up list during the schools' CCA fair and
has since also encouraged other friends
to do likewise.

Xin En's parents are also extremely
supportive and are willing to reschedule
her other enrichment classes so that she
might also join in the 31t Company's
CIP programme on Saturdays.”

- Mrs Petrina Koh, Captain/Teacher-in-charge,
31st Company,
affiliated to St Margaret’s Secondary School.

Chung Xin En, 13 years old, joined
The Girls’ Brigade Singapore at

Zhangde Primary School in 2005

and she is possibly the first Down

syndrome girl to pass PSLE!
We are very proud of her and are
so glad that she will continue to
stay in the GB family in St
Margaret’s Secondary School.
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